THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
situation by the expedient of competition with other manu-
facturing nations for foreign markets, which, as Socialists,
we believe to be not only anti-Socialist in principle but also
utterly impracticable of attainment. This Conference,
believing that a state of national emergency now exists,
instructs the Government to use all its powers towards
increasing the purchasing power of the workers, reducing
workers' hours, initiating a national housing programme,
extending credits to Russia and other countries, and, above
all, socializing the basic industries and services, using the
provision of work or adequate maintenance as its first basic
principle, and, if necessary, to make an appeal to the
people.'
It will be seen that the chief reference is to unemployment,
Russia, and Socialism. Maxton declared that Mr. J. H.
Thomas, whom MacDonald had appointed Lord Privy Seal
and the Minister to deal specially with unemployment, had
made a mess of things and had been dropped because there
were a million more unemployed when he finished than when
he began. Sir Oswald Mosley also had to go. The Prime
Minister himself had now taken personal responsibility for
dealing with unemployment.
6 If/ Maxton went on to maintain, * the same policy in
the hands of the Prime Minister produced no better results
than that policy in the hands of Mr. Thomas, they could
not throw the Prime Minister overboard as they threw over
the Lord Privy Seal. If the Prime Minister went, the
Government went down.*
Here a delegate shouted : * And Maxton will be responsible.'
Maxton stopped suddenly ; a gleam of anger came into his eye
as he retorted :e That is a rude and unwarranted interruption/
^While Maxton was attacking Thomas, he was listened to
with obvious sympathy and attention. Thomas was evidently
no favourite with that gathering. When, however, Maxton
turned to attack the Prime Minister, there were rumblings and
murmurings of impatience and irritation. Keen and sensitive,
he had been aware of the prevailing feeling. He had sensed
the difference in the atmosphere, and he immediately changed
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